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BANGLES

angles have been important items among the orna-

ments of Indian women as they are supposed to

mirror the moods and inner feelings of the wearers.
Bangles have been a part of human life since ancient times. With
the development of civilisation, the shapes and colours of bangles
have been altered continuously, and the most polished forms are
available in today's glass-bangles.

Bangles were discovered among the archeological finds of
the Indus Valley Civilisation, and in their long history since then,
glass bangles represent most interesting stages of progres. In
Uttar Pradesh they form an important item to indicate the
married status of a woman.

In ancient times bangles made of bones, iron, and copper
were in vogue During the Gupta period also, bangles had an
important place among female ornaments. Nor have these an-
cient and traditional forms been discarded. In Rajasthan bangles
with stones studded on lac are very popular, and in both Rajasthan
and Punjab, ivory bangles are in great vogue. Married women in
Bengal wear bangles of iron and conch. The women of South
India have always preferred gold bangles.

In Uttar Pradesh although the married women always wear
glass-bangles, they like to wear gold-covered lac-bangles with
delicately painted designs (“Meenaakari”) on several special
occasions. In the “Yajurveda”, glass and mirror are mentioned
as part of female ornaments. The arms of Goddesses in paint-
ings and of their idols in temples are always decked with numer-
ous bangles. Even in ancient times, glass was extracted from
sands through chemical processes. Later on, this became the
profession of wandering Gypsies ( “Banjaras ) who came to be
known as “Sheesagar” during the Mughal period.

By the end of the 16th century, glass-became a wide-spread
industry all over North India, and by the 19th century the de-
mand for glass-bangles, their manufacture, and sales became
major industries : Ferozabad became the most important centre.
Today lakhs of families are earning their livelihood from this



industry. A large variety of bangles is made in Ferozabad such

as plain bangles, “silken”, cut-glass, colourful, and with golden

designs, and so on. Cutting, designing, gold-washing are all done

according to the tastes and demands of the customers. The de--
mand for these comes not only from various provinces of India,

but from several Central Asian countries. The glass-bangles of
Ferozabad are bought by wholesale traders and supplied to the

shops of “Manihars”. Shops selling these sparkling bangles are

always crowded with women. On special festivals, these crowds

swell manifold.

On occasions like “Hariyali theej” and Id, the arrays of
bangles are worth watching, because in Uttar Pradesh glass-
bangles are special marriage symbols for both Hindu and Mus-
lim women. While glass-bangles add to the delicate beauty of
young maidens, they are also believed to indicate the devotion
of married women. The jinglings of these bangles have spoken
the language of love since ages.
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