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BHOJPURI DANCE SONGS

Eastern U.P. and North East Bihar are the areas of Bhojpuri
culture. Owing to various historical facts, the influence of
Bhojpuri culture can be seen deeply on the inhabitants of
Surinam, Mauritius, British Guyana, Both Bhojpuri literature
and culture have a rich and long history. Bhikari Thakur is the
popular hero here. His composition“Bidesia” is now presented
as a “Loknatya” or folk-drama and is linked with the “Raasak”
traditions of Hindi literature.

“Poorbi”, “Bilvariya”, “Chhapraiya”, “Chatgeet”’,
“Laachaari”, “Jhoomar”, “Bidesia”, and “Samskaargeet” consti-
tute the prominent varieties in Bhojpuri folk-songs. Some of
these are in praise of Devi, some are linked with festivals, and
some are associated with agricultural work. Mirzapur,
Azamgarh, Benares and the neighbouring areas are the centres
of Bhojpuri dialect.

“Dhobia” dance-songs are very popular here. To the ac-
companiment of “Lillighodi sawaar geet”, they perform many
types of gaits and acrobatic steps. During Hori and some festive
occasions, they perform a dance known as “London ka naach”,
or “Nakata” or “Nachaniyan” in the “Swaang style”.

Among dancers Sri Devkinandan, and among singers, Smt
Sharda Sinha and Baleswar are considered good representatives
of Bhojpuri culture, and arts.
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