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Smt. Girjja Devi ~ exponent of Poorab ang

Thumri, Dadra, Tappa, Kajari, Chaiti, [hoola (Varanasi)




SMT GIRIJA DEVI

orn on 8th May 1929 into a well-to do home in

Varanasi, Girija's passion for music right from

childhood must have amazed her family which
had produced no musicians so far: At a time when music
was considered a dubious profession, her father gave her
every encouragement and placed her in her childhood un-
der the tutelage of Pdt Sarju Prasad Misra. After this guru's
death, she became a life-long shishya of the well-known mu-
sician Pdt Srichandra Misra and she learnt from him and
devotedly served him till his death due to cancer many years
later. She made rapid progress and became quite popular as
a broadcaster and concert artiste during the guru's lifetime.
But then her career was interrupted by her marriage to a suc-
cessful businessman (and music lover) Sri Madhusudan Jain
who was older to her by many years. Part of a large joint-
family, her young shoulders were burdened with many
household responsibilities. Luckily, a few years later, her
husband's love for classical music and his appreciation of
her musical accomplishments prompted him to help her re-
sume her musical career. Girija's repertoire was well-stocked
with a large variety of classical and semi and light classical
types such as Khayal Thumri, Dadra, Tappa, Kajari, Jhoola,
Chaiti, Sawan etc--an enviable treasure house of “’bandishes”.
Her greatest assets have been her charming stage personal-
ity and her rich, vibrant, widely ranged voice that hardly
needs a microphone, a voice that she has polished through
years of hard “riyaz”,.

Girija Devi's broadcasts from Lucknow and Allahabad,
and her National Programmes from AIR brouglit her into
countrywide notice and she became a widely popular and
heavily booked vocalist. One celebrated vocalist compared
her voice to the tones of Shahnai; no wonder her Chaiti
Jugalbandi with Ustad Bismillah Khan's Shahnai became a
great hit. Among the numerous honours and Awards won
by her have been the U.P. and Central Sangeet Natak



Akademy Awards, Padmasriin 1972, Padmabhushan in 1989
Sangeet Shiromani from Prayag Sangeet Samiti and so on.
Her foreign tours starting in 1969 have covered Nepal, U.K.
U.S.S.R, European countries, Canada and U.S.A. (many times)
Attracted by the revival of the Guru Shishya Parampara tra-
ditions in the famous Sangeet Research Akademy, Calcutta,
and seeking some respite from her constantly busy perform-
ing schedules, she joined the S.R.A and remained a conscien-
tious guru on the Staff from 1977 to 1990. Since her husband
had died of a heart attack, another reason for her shifting to
Calcutta was to be near her only daughter Sudha who was
married into a family in Calcutta. In S.R.A. she trained up
several talented young singers among whom Dalia Rahut has
already emerged as a noted semi classical singer. The young
disciple who provides accompaniment for her nowadays,
Sunanda Sharma is emerging as a brilliant singer under Girija
Devi's loving grooming.

But back in her home town she is happy as a visiting
Professor in the Benares Hindu University; Earlier she had
been visiting professor in Shantiniketan in 1992. Girija Devi
continues to be a busy and popular concert -artiste. A num-
ber of her L.P. Discs, and Cassettes made by H.M.V. in the
sophisticated ““Music Today’” Series bring her rich vibrant
voice into innumerable music-loving homes. Even in her
sixties, her voice continues to be as high-pitched and spar-
kling as ever. Today she is considered the doyen of the Benares
Poorab Ang of semi and light classical varieties of music. She
has also given music direction for some operas in Calcutta
where her daughter has tried to organise a dance group of
her own (based on Odissi).

SUSHEELA MISRA
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